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Submission No 1257:  Pin-tailed Snipe Gallinago stenura, Jerrabomberra Wetlands Nature Reserve, ACT, 6th February 2022. Submitted by Alistair Smith & Peter Milburn.

Verdict:  Accepted

This submission relates to the remarkable discovery of a Pin-tailed Snipe Gallinago stenura at the Jerrabomberra Wetlands Nature Reserve ACT on the 6th February 2022. The bird was flushed from the grassy edge of an ephemeral pond and was noted to have a call different to the more familiar Latham’s Snipe G. hardwickii.
The submission describes the bird as lacking a white trailing edge helping to rule out Common Snipe G. gallinago. The small size, short tail, trailing legs and particularly the call supports the identification. Noting the different call, the observers had the foresight to make a sound recording using an iPhone. The call was then analysed using Raven Lite software. It was then compared with a recording of Pin-tailed Snipe from Xeno Canto, which showed strong similarities in frequency, duration and intervals between each call.
The case proved difficult to judge as it is not easy to compare sonograms or judge the calls of the various snipe. The description was understandably brief, and it was suggested that variation between calls of each species could be a factor. Given that this is the first report of this species from the east coast of Australia, the record was very unexpected, and some members were initially cautios. Six out of eight members voted in favour during the first round of voting, which triggered a second round.  
During the second round one member enlisted the help expert opinion from Rob Hutchinson in the Philippines and this is what was said:
“I’d start by saying I know other birders who don’t believe that snipe can be identified by call, but I spent a lot of time studying flight calls around two years ago and was convinced that in many cases they can be identified and that a lot of the confusion stems from quite a few recordings online being assigned to the wrong species. Considering the recording from Australia you sent; Common Snipe can be easily excluded (as I’m sure it was on plumage and structure in the field) as that species has a longer ratchety call (often disyllabic) Latham’s and Swinhoe’s sound rather similar to each other, a rather low pitched nasal sound. I think they’d be difficult to separate in the field although the call of Latham’s seems to average shorter in duration. Pin-tailed I find a rather distinctive, a rather clear, higher pitched and squeaky note (less gruff and throaty than other Gallinago) which I think might be diagnostic. The recordings of the Australian bird match this very well and the sonograms look spot on. Obviously, these are my (so far) unpublished studies but I think your bird is a Pin-tailed based on vocalisations. I think the differences are easier to appreciate in sonograms so I’ve attached a few for comparison.“
This prompted one member to change their vote to ‘accept’ in the second round. Therefore, the final outcome was one of acceptance with seven members voting in favour.
This is the first record of Pin-tailed Snipe to be accepted from the east coast of Australia and the fourth overall to be accepted by BARC. Pin-tailed Snipe breeds in northern Russia and migrates to spend the non-breeding season in southern Asia from Pakistan to Indonesia. It is the most common migrant snipe in southern India, Sri Lanka and much of Southeast Asia. It is a vagrant to north-western Australia, and to Kenya in East Africa. BARC does not review records from the Christmas and Cocos (Keeling) Islands, where the species is probably regular (Johnstone & Darnell 2004a, b; James & McAllan 2014).
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