Volunteer Position Description [image: ]

Title: Swift Parrot Survey

Goal: Bush Heritage is part of a consortium of organisations (ANU, Birdlife, Landcare, Greening Australia and Bush Heritage) that are jointly working to improve long term viability of the nationally endangered Swift Parrot population in New South Wales. The Swift Parrot population is currently estimated as having less than 2000 birds.  Within NSW the species is recognised as being at risk of extinction and therefore is listed as endangered. Swifts Parrots are known to frequent Tarcutta Hills and utilise the large flowering gums as an important source of nectar and lerps before returning to their breeding grounds in Tasmania.  
 Suggested Activities: 
· Survey of the Swift Parrot will occur for at least two hours  after dawn and an two hours  before dusk 
· Volunteers will be stationed at flowering Ironbark and White box trees in the hope of confirming the presence and abundance of Swift Parrots  
· The Reserve Manager will provide alternative volunteer opportunities throughout the day including opportunity to explore the Reserve on foot or otherwise enjoy a book or a yarn around the large open fire. 
Time Commitment & Scheduling: 
· Saturday 27 May 
· Sunday 28th May
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Prerequisites
· Bird watching experience is highly desirable
· Own camping chair and binoculars
· Reliability and commitment  to work safely 
· Own transport is essential in order to access Tarcutta Reserve. 
· Own food, warm bedding and clothing
· Reasonable level of physical fitness to traverse sometimes steep hills
· Willingness to adhere to BHA safety systems and directions

Worksite:  Bush Heritage’s Tarcutta Hills Reserve , located 230kms (2.5 hours) east of Canberra and approximately 15 mins off the Hume Hwy
For more details visit the website at: https://www.bushheritage.org.au/places-we-protect/new-south-wales/tarcutta

Accommodation and Facilities on site:  
There is a cabin on the reserve which has an open fireplace, a BBQ and a kitchen with basic equipment including oven, fridge, cutlery, and cooking utensils. There is limited solar power for fridge, hot-water, lighting and power points. There is a shower and a drop toilet.
Volunteers will have access to sleep with swag/warm bedding in the communal living areas or are able to pitch a tent near to the cabin. Please bring your own food and bedding.  Beds including mattresses and small sleeping quarters are available.
Benefits
· Contributing to an understanding of the abundance, distribution and habitat requirements of the Swift Parrot
· Opportunity to visit the Tarcutta Hills Reserve and be the first team of volunteers to help survey Swift Parrots as part of the 10 year project to protect and restore their feeding grounds.
· Experience with a national conservation organisation and the opportunity to contribute to the conservation goals of Scottsdale Reserve

Support to be provided by BHA
· Orientation, work briefing and basic training opportunities
· All tools and materials, including personal protective equipment if required
· Basic Volunteer Workers Personal Accident insurance cover

Staff Contact/Supervisor: 

Phil Palmer, Bush Heritage, South East NSW Healthy Landscape Manager 
Eml: phil.palmer@bushheritage.org.au 
Mbl: 0447 860 613

How to Apply: Volunteers are invited to express their interest. The first available, matching volunteers who can commit will be placed. 
Contact Michelle Stook (National Coordinator, Volunteer Program)
Telephone 0427 818 014, Email volunteer@bushheritage.org.au
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