Planting project key to Glossy Black-cockatoo comeback
A $260,000 regional project to plant 10,000 trees critical to the survival of the vulnerable Glossy Black-cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus lathami) will be launched in Queanbeyan on 4 March at the RB Smith Community Centre, Crawford St, Queanbeyan commencing at 10.30 am.
Members of the public are invited to attend the project launch and meet ‘Fifty’ the Glossy Black-cockatoo face-to-face.

The project is being carried out by the Kosciuszko to the Coast (K2C) partnership, part of the Great Eastern Ranges (GER) initiative. K2C and GER aim to provide connectivity across the landscape for species such as the Glossy Black-cockatoo. Queanbeyan Landcare will host the launch of the project.
Attending the launch will be Hon John Barilaro, NSW Legislative Assembly member for Monaro.  “The NSW Liberal and Nationals Government's Environmental Trust is supplying $100,000 worth of funding for the project. Preserving the livelihood of our native animals is incredibly important as they are a huge part of what makes our region so special to live in," said Mr Barilaro. "This is a great opportunity to spread awareness of the vulnerable Glossy Black-cockatoo and hopefully generate some interest among the community."
Also attending will be Queanbeyan Mayor Mr Tim Overall, who commented, “Council is proud to be one of the landowners who will be participating in this important project; we will provide a site for habitat planting for the species.”
Queanbeyan Landcare is also eagerly awaiting Queanbeyan City Council’s decision on a formal request to adopt the Glossy Black-cockatoo as its avian emblem to build ongoing public awareness.
Greening Australia Capital Region will oversee propagation and on-ground aspects of the planting program. Follow-up monitoring of plantings and bird behaviour will be conducted by the project partners. “The support from members of the community in the region has been fantastic” said Jo Johnson, Greening Australia Project Officer.  “We have had exceptional interest from landholders willing to undertake plantings on their property and many others keen to get their hands dirty for this wonderful cause, volunteering to participate in seed collection, plant propagation and upcoming planting events.”
The Glossy Black-cockatoo is listed as vulnerable in NSW and the ACT. A number of factors have contributed to its vulnerability, including historical land clearing, ongoing loss of hollow-bearing trees and urbanisation. 
The vulnerability of Glossy Black-cockatoo is also related to its specialist feeding habits, as it feeds exclusively on Allocasuarina species (she-oaks), which are particularly susceptible to browsing and lack of regeneration from over-grazing.
“This is an exciting project and we have been very pleased with the community response” said Mr Geoff Robertson, Chair of K2C. “The aim of the project is to increase the area of and connectivity between Glossy Black-cockatoo foraging habitat, by increasing the availability of Drooping She-oak (Allocasuarina verticillata), the main food-source of these cockatoos in our region.” 
Six K2C Partners will co-operate in the project: Greening Australia, NSW Office of Environment and Heritage, Molonglo Catchment Group, Bush Heritage Australia, Friends of Grasslands and the Upper Murrumbidgee Landcare Committee, which represents several local Landcare groups. 
The Canberra Ornithologists Group, an Associate Member of K2C, will also be involved, as will Googong Foreshores, Googong Township, Holcim Quarry, and Queanbeyan Hire. 
The planting of some nest-tree species and associated shrubs amongst the she-oaks will enhance the habitat value for other woodland birds. Trees will be planted in appropriate habitat in the K2C region between Queanbeyan and Cooma, complementing plantings Greening Australia has carried out in the ACT. Follow-up monitoring of both the success of the plantings and how birds are using them will be done in subsequent years, with data collected by the K2C partners. 

K2C is calling for volunteers to assist with plantings between April and September. For further information on project involvement please contact Greening Australia’s Jo Johnson at JJohnson@act.greeningaustralia.org.au or on 02 62533035.

To RSVP for the launch please contact qbnlandcare@gmail.com or telephone 02 62975608. 
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