Central Canberra Gang-gang Census 1st August 2010

Background

A census of the central Gang-gang population was arranged for Sunday 5 June 2011, from 11am-12pm, as a sequel to the 2010 Gang-Gang Census, held on 1 August 2010 (Leonard 2010). The reader is referred to that paper for the background and assumptions behind the initiation of the Gang-Gang Census. 

Methods

The methods for the 2011 Gang-Gang Census followed closely those of 2010.

The time of day was chosen from knowledge of Gang-gang and other cockatoo behaviour; it was anticipated that at this time the Gang-gangs would be feeding in groups and not flying around. This would help to eliminate duplicate counting of birds.

Observers were recruited from the canberrabirds mailing list and selected or were assigned areas to survey during the Census period. The area designated was Central Canberra as the likely number of volunteers was not anticipated to be large enough to cover a wider area and Central Canberra is thought to have a more concentrated population of Gang-gangs than other urban areas of the ACT (Veerman 2002).

The area covered was slightly different from last year in that the suburb of Lyons had two observers covering it, whereas in 2010 the only report from Lyons was from a householder who commonly has large numbers of Gang-Gangs frequenting her backyard.

The following areas were surveyed during the Census:

1
Mt Ainslie/Majura saddle

2
Mt Ainslie southern slopes

3
Bruce Ridge

4
Turner north from Barry Drive

5
ANBG

6
ANU Campus

7
Commonwealth Park

8
Black Mountain Peninsula and Acton Peninsula

9
Weston Park

10
Parliamentary Triangle

11
Molonglo Reach and Jerrabombera Wetlands

12
Red Hill Suburb

13
Red Hill north

14
Red Hill west

15
Federal Golf Course

16
Federal Golf Course south

17
Oakey Hill

18
Lyons

Central Canberra

Courtesy of Google Maps.

Observers were asked to move around in their area for the hour, noting groups of Gang-gangs, their location, and their composition (male/female/immature male). Observers were also asked to note Gang-gangs heard calling but not seen, and Gang-gangs flying (with time and direction, to help eliminate duplicate reporting).

In 2010 only those observations that were made by observers doing the Census were admitted, with only the large concentration of Gang-Gangs reported from the householder in Lyons as an extra observation. In 2011 casual observations were also invited from the same hour as the Census.

Results

The morning of 5 June 2011 was cold and misty, but still. Around 11am in the Red Hill area the mist lifted and the sun came out. In other areas the sun emerged some time during the Census hour. After midday a north-westerly wind started; however during the Census hour conditions were mainly still and favourable for bird-censusing (certainly better conditions than 2010).

The results for the areas surveyed and two casual observations were:

1
Mt Ainslie/Majura saddle



0

2
Mt Ainslie southern slopes



0

3
Bruce Ridge





0

4
Turner north from Barry Drive


0

5
ANBG






2

6
ANU Campus





0

7
Commonwealth Park




0

8
Black Mtn Peninsula and Acton Peninsula

0

9
Weston Park





0

10
Parliamentary Triangle



0

11
Molonglo Reach and Jerrabombera Wetlands
0

12
Red Hill Suburb




2

13
Red Hill north





2

14
Red Hill west





0

15
Federal Golf Course




1

16
Federal Golf Course south



2

17
Oakey Hill





0


18
Lyons






2

19 
(Casual ob) Lyons




2

20 
(Casual ob) Curtin




2

Total







15

All these observations were of adult male and female pairs expect for the ANBG record which was of an immature male and one bird unidentified as to age and sex, and the Federal Golf Course record, a single female.

Discussion

In 2010 in much worse conditions 12 Gang-gangs were observed in the areas surveyed (19 areas were surveyed in 2010 as opposed to 18 in 2011). 

The figure of 15 Gang-Gangs observed in 2011 is consistent with the 2010 results. The main difference between the two years is that in 2010 a householder in Lyons reported 13 Gang-Gangs from her backyard, bringing the 2010 total to 25. This year the same backyard produced only 2 Gang-Gangs to add to the total.

Another difference between 2010 and 2011 is that in 2011 the birds reported were mainly adult male and female pairs, in 2010 5 of the birds reported from Lyons were immatures. 

These results support the view that Gang-Gangs, whilst conspicuous and present locally in high concentrations, are in fact present in low numbers in the Central Canberra area.

In 2010 the Gang-Gang Census was held on 1 August, in 2011 it was held earlier (5 June) to test whether the peak of abundance for the species in Central Canberra was earlier in the year, as suggested by the Garden Bird Survey (Veerman 2002). In fact, as noted, results were much the same from the two Censuses.

Despite these somewhat disappointing results from the two Censuses it remains important to continue monitoring the central Canberra population of this species so long as there is still interest amongst Canberra bird-watchers.

However, in recognition of the fact that Gang-Gangs seem to be in lower numbers than might be suspected, it would be better to devise an alternative Census methodology for 2012 and subsequent years, probably involving the collection of records from a longer time period.

Thanks to all observers: Ian Andersen, Terry Bell, Jean Casburn, Elizabeth Compston, Peter Cranston, Roger Curnow, Felicia Fletcher, Roy Harvey, Robin Hide, Daniel Hoops, Tony Howard, Tony and Charmian Lawson, Bruce Lindenmayr, Rod Mackay, Alison Mackerras, Duncan McCaskill, David Rosalky, Rosalind Walcott, Maurits Zwankhuisen (and anyone whose name I have inadvertently omitted).

John Leonard
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