WHAT BIRDS ARE WORTH REPORTING?

· ALL records are important
· HOWEVER, some are potentially more important than others – if they fill in gaps in our knowledge of local birds, or if they come from infrequently surveyed areas.

· AND judgment is required, so as not to overload COG’s databases.

· The preferred survey method is the 20-min 2-ha survey; area surveys are also very valuable; ‘incidental records’ are only desirable for one-off observations of significance when a ‘proper’ survey is not possible.

HINTS ON WHAT IS ‘SIGNIFICANT’

· birds seen out of season (e.g. Rufous Songlark in winter; Flame Robin in the lowlands in summer)

· arrival and departure dates of migrants in your area 
· birds whose status is ‘migrant/resident’ (e.g. Grey Fantail, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike)
· birds seen in unusual numbers (e.g. more than 2 Grey Currawongs, more than 2 raptors)

· birds seen in unusual locations (e.g. Brush Bronzewing on dry Mt Majura)

· most breeding records, especially unseasonal ones

· vagrants.

HINTS ON WHAT NOT TO REPORT

· daily presence records – first and last observations are sufficient
· daily breeding records – a record for each stage of the breeding process (nest building, on nest, feeding young etc) suffices

· daily surveys of the same spot – once a fortnight for general records is sufficient, supplemented with incidental records of anything of significance that happens in between.
WHERE TO FIND OUT MORE

· COG’s website www.canberrabirds.org.au – see the Annotated Checklist of the Birds of the Australian Capital Territory; and the Rarities Panel list of unusual birds in the broader COG area of concern. 
· COG’s annual bird report (most recent in Canberra Bird Notes 32 (1) March 2007).   
Map 2.     Number of Record Sheets per Grid Cell for 2005-06
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