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AOC 2005 Austral indigenous ornithology symposium

Austral Indigenous Ornithology
Robert A. Gosford and Sonia Tidemann, Organisers

We propose a symposium to discuss the current state of and prospects for the future of Austral indigenous ornithology. At present it is proposed that the symposium will consist of a half-day symposium at the Australasian Ornithological Conference to be held at Blenheim in New Zealand from 7 to 9 December 2005 (AOC 2005).
Objectives

· To introduce and provide an opportunity for discussion and definition of the role and value of Austral indigenous ornithology;
· To outline the current state of Austral indigenous ornithology – who is doing what, how and where?;
· To provide an opportunity for current practitioners to present their work;
· To reflect on the current state of Austral indigenous ornithology and provide a forum for discussion of future directions in the field;
· To consider how practitioners can learn from the conduct of other cross-disciplinary and ethnological research, for example ethno-biology, ethno botany;

· To consider if, how and why practitioners might be able to assist each other with research, discuss how indigenous ornithology ‘fits’ with ornithology generally, to encourage new practitioners in the field and other matters of concern or interest, and
· To consider and encourage effective ‘networking’ and communication strategies within the community of indigenous ornithology researchers and practitioners.
Format

The half-day symposium will allow for the presentation of up to 10 papers followed by a panel discussion It is proposed that each paper presentation would be for 15-20 minutes and that questions relating to each paper be reserved for presentation during the panel discussion, which will run for 45-60 minutes. This will allow for questions on each presentation and for discussion. These arrangements may change dependent upon the content and number of presentations available – for example presentations may be grouped in sub-themes. At the commencement of the symposium an introductory overview will outline the theme of the symposium and the nature of the presentations. At the end of the symposium closing comments will summarise the issues arising and future proposals.
Follow-up

Follow-up action will largely depend upon decisions made during the conduct of the symposium but it is desirable that the following be considered:
· Establishment of a formal or informal grouping, perhaps as a Special Interest Group under the umbrella of Birds Australia;

· Publication of symposium papers;

· Strategies for increasing research on, participation in and publicity about, Austral indigenous ornithology and

· Production of guidelines and principles for the conduct of ethno-ornithological research.

Organisers:
Robert Gosford: rgosford@cres.anu.edu.au
Sonia Tidemann: sonia.tidemann@batchelor.edu.au
Expressions of Interest for presentations received to date (11/07/05)
PLEASE NOTE THIS LIST IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION
Confirmed
Sonia Tidemann (ornithologist/educator) - A study of the Indigenous origins of Australian birds investigates whether cultural knowledge arose independently in different language groups, is linked to ancient trade routes or through other influences. In Aboriginal culture, all birds were once people. Stories about a particular species occur across Australia, are a part of Indigenous cultural knowledge and reflect their ties with the land. This paper investigates the cultural origins and activities of some bird species and whether they reflect geographic distance between language groups, recorded trade routes or other influences. 
Robert Gosford (M Phil candidate, CRES, Australian National University) – A presentation of preliminary results of my Masters research into extrinsic sources of data and information on the bird knowledge of the Warlpiri people, the traditional Aboriginal owners of much of the Tanami Desert in central Australia. This paper will investigate the potential that Aboriginal ornithological knowledge may have to contribute to avian conservation and biodiversity. In particular I will examine how the use of extrinsic data may contribute to more effective fieldwork. The Tanami Desert is a good example of a well-defined region where local Aboriginal knowledge may be able to make such a contribution.

Glenn Wightman (Northern Territory PWS ethnobiologist) - bird knowledge, trends and patterns from several Aboriginal language clusters in the NT and WA - mechanisms to improve field work and knowledge recording and practice.
To be confirmed
Henrik Moller and other NZ-based researchers (Otago University, "Titi" management project) – Presentation/s relating to the co-management of the "Titi" (sooty shearwater) management project.

Mark Ziembicki - Ph D researcher working on the ecology of the Australian bustard in the NT - paper on his collaborative project with a number of Aboriginal communities re harvesting and documenting knowledge.

John Bradley (anthropologist working in the southern Gulf of Carpentaria) - paper presentation on birds and song/ritual and classification.

Dhimurru Aboriginal Land Management Corporation / NT Parks & Wildlife Commission – Phillip Wise - possible paper presentation/poster on Aboriginal land management and bird knowledge on Yolngu land in n-e Arnhem land, NT.

Hollis Taylor (UWS) - presentation re the Pied Butcher Bird and the origins of music and connections between birds and Aboriginal Culture.

Joe Benshemesh (AZRI, Alice Springs) – presentation re Aboriginal knowledge of malleefowl distribution and ecology.
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